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The Jewish United Fund (JUF) is pleased to release the Request for Proposals (RFP) for Cycle 4 of the 
Breakthrough Fund, a grant program launched in 2014 to encourage smart, strategic growth and creative program 
development in Chicago’s Jewish community.   
 
Through this RFP, JUF will award up to $960,000 in new grants for leading-edge programs, capacity-building 
efforts, planning, research and development initiatives, and new approaches that address the wide array of 
needs, interests, individuals, and identities that compose Chicago’s vibrant and diverse Jewish community as well 
as Jewish communities in Israel and other areas overseas.  
 
JUF has already committed $256,000 in second year funds for Breakthrough Fund grants approved during Cycle 
3; together with the $960,000 in new grants, just over $1.2 million will support community programs in FY18 
through the Breakthrough Fund. 
 
Breakthrough Fund grants will support not only established organizations with a legacy of creating and expanding 
value-added programs and services, but also early-stage organizations and social entrepreneurs whose voices, 
visions, and ideas are just emerging.  
 
Just like many of you in the community who are taking the opportunity to test new ideas, take calculated risks, 
immerse yourselves quickly in creative programs, and continually adapt your models in dynamic iterations, the 
Breakthrough Fund also continues to adapt to best support you and the interests and needs of our community. 
For that reason, last year’s RFP looked different than it did in either Cycle 1 or Cycle 2, and this year’s Cycle 4 
grant process has again evolved. 
 
More information about the Breakthrough Fund’s goal areas and application process can be found below. 
 
Breakthrough Fund Goals: 
 
The Chicago Jewish community undeniably boasts a vital network of agencies and programs that act upon core 
Jewish values to help people in need, rescue people from danger, and keep the Jewish community vital and 
growing. JUF remains steadfast in its commitment to the core services within our community, but also recognizes 
the importance of investing in R&D, taking calculated risks, and directing communal resources toward programs 
and initiatives that meet our community’s diverse and rapidly evolving needs in new ways.  
 
Within the wide array of interests, needs, experiences, that compose Chicago’s Jewish community, three equally 
broad goals are at the heart of the Breakthrough Fund:  
 

1) Meeting local human needs in the metropolitan Chicago area 
2) Engaging members of the Jewish community throughout their lifespan 
3) Strengthening Israel and the overseas Jewish community (by invitation only) 
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Who Should Apply to the Breakthrough Fund: 
 
Does your program meet local human needs by healing, feeding, employing, housing, protecting, or otherwise 
uplifting individuals and their physical, financial, emotional, or medical needs?  
 
Or do you have an idea that will inspire, educate, welcome, and celebrate Jewish individuals and communities’ 
growth, expression, and connection to each other?  
 
If so, the Breakthrough Fund wants to read your proposal and learn more about how you plan to address 
community needs or seize local opportunities for growth and success. Breakthrough Fund grants will allow early- 
and mid-stage programs to begin, accelerate, or accomplish tangible progress with community-wide impact. 
 
Who is Eligible to Apply: 
 

• Existing nonprofit organizations who possess current 501(c)(3) status 
• Synagogues and other Jewish religious organizations who do not possess current 501(c)(3) status but 

are in good standing with their home state’s regulatory agencies for religious organizations (ie, Attorney 
General’s Office, Department of Revenue, or Secretary of State) 

• Entrepreneurial individuals or emerging organizations who apply with an appropriate fiscal sponsor who 
has 501(c)(3) status 

• Applicant organizations from any state may apply, however the proposed project must be for 
implementation in the Chicago metropolitan area. 

• PROGRAMS PROPOSED FOR IMPLEMENTATION IN ISRAEL OR OTHER OVERSEAS 
COMMUNITIES ARE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY BY INVITATION ONLY. Invitations for this year have 
already been given out. Israeli organizations interested in being considered for future grant cycles should 
contact grants@juf.org.  

• Organizations founded before 2011 may only apply for project-specific grants that meet the above 
criteria and are “breakthroughs” for the community; no general operating support will be granted. 

• Organizations founded in 2011 or more recent years may apply for general operating support if 
they can make the case that their emergence is itself a new direction or “breakthrough” for the 
community. 

 
What Kinds of Proposals Will Be Most Competitive: 
 

• New programs that offer significant, value-added benefits and opportunities to the Jewish community in 
the Chicago metropolitan area, Israel, or other Jewish communities worldwide. Programs must be 
proposed for implementation in the Chicago metropolitan area unless invited to submit for an overseas 
project. This may include: 

o Research or planning initiatives that will inform how the Chicago Jewish community can most 
effectively address current and emerging needs and opportunities 

o Programs that have not been piloted or implemented before in any location. 
o Programs that have been piloted on a small scale in Chicago’s Jewish community, proved 

successful and sustainable, and are proposed for further testing or expansion. 

mailto:grants@juf.org
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o Programs that have been piloted or operated outside of the Chicago Jewish community that may 
be suitable for pilot replication or adaptation locally. 

o Programs or initiatives developed by either an entrepreneurial individual or an emerging 
organization (applicants in this category should have a plan to fold into an existing organization or 
incorporate as a new nonprofit within five years should their program prove successful)  

• Programs that offer creative, high impact, shareable, scalable, transferable, or replicable opportunities to 
transform lives in the Chicago and Israel/overseas Jewish communities.  

• Efforts to address a community need or opportunity that the applicant is prepared to substantiate with 
agency-level, community-wide, or national research/statistics. 

• Initiatives that have clearly articulated short- and long-term goals and measurable outcomes, as well as 
strategies for evaluating success. 

• Those that, if invited to submit a full proposal, can demonstrate a comprehensive and realistic financial 
and programmatic sustainability plan to ensure operations after the Breakthrough Fund grant ends. 

• Programs proposed by organizations that will commit to sharing their research, program model, lessons 
learned, or other outcomes with peer organizations and other communities. 

 
Read more about the grants awarded during Cycle 1, Cycle 2, and Cycle 3 of the Breakthrough Fund.  
 
Available Funding: 
 

• Up to $960,000 in new grants will be allocated through this RFP. 
• Grants will be available up to $100,000 per year for a one-year or two-year grant term 

o One year grants will run from July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018. 
o Two year grants will run from July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2019.  
o No more than $250,000 of the total grant pool will be used for two-year grants; the majority of 

new grants will be made for one year only. 
o Projects that show progress as well as continued need for specific Breakthrough Fund grant 

support may be able to apply for renewal funding as resources allow. 
 
Application Process and Timeline: 
 

• RFP Released: Monday, December 5, 2016 
• Applicant Workshop: Monday, December 12, 2016, 2:30 – 4:00pm 
• LOI Due: Monday, January 9, 2017, at 4:30pm 
• Selected LOIs Invited to Submit Full Proposal: Monday, February 13, 2017 
• Full Proposals Due: Tuesday, April 4, 2017, at 4:30pm 
• Grant Awards Announced: Thursday, May 25, 2017 

 
What the Breakthrough Fund Will Not Support: 
 

• Ongoing general operating expenses for existing programs in organizations founded before 2011 
• Fundraising campaigns  
• Funds to cover existing financial deficits 
• Programs not proposed for implementation in the Chicago metropolitan area (unless invited) 

https://www.juf.org/news/local.aspx?id=428428
http://www.juf.org/news/local.aspx?id=435021
http://www.juf.org/news/local.aspx?id=439066
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• Individuals, private foundations, or endowment programs 
• For-profit corporations, initiatives, or organizations 

 
Applicant Workshop: 

• An applicant workshop will be held on Monday, December 12, from 2:30 – 4:00pm for interested 
organizations to learn more about the Breakthrough Fund goals, RFP, application process and 
requirements, and evaluation criteria.  

• The workshop will be held at JUF headquarters, 30 South Wells Street, Chicago, Illinois, 60606, in the 
Lillian and Larry Goodman Conference Center. 

• Interested organizations who are located outside the Chicago area may participate via conference call; 
please email MollyFloyd@juf.org to register for this option, writing “Breakthrough Fund Webinar” in the 
subject line.  

• Attendance at the applicant workshop is not required but is strongly encouraged. 
• All materials covered at the workshop will also be made available online within 72 hours. 
• Advance registration is required prior to 12:00 pm on Friday, December 9. 
• Click here to register for the Applicant Workshop.  

 
How to Apply: 
 
Submit a Letter of Intent online at https://juf.fluidreview.com/.  
 
All applicants will be notified within 4 weeks of the LOI deadline of whether they are invited to submit a full 
proposal. Only invited applicants will have their full proposals reviewed; unsolicited proposals or those from 
organizations not submitting an LOI will not be considered. 
 
LOIs should be submitted no later than 4:30pm on Monday, January 9, 2017.  
 
Late LOIs or those submitted in any manner other than through the online application system will not be reviewed 
under any circumstances. 
 
How to Learn More: 
 

• Attend the Applicant Workshop on Monday, December 12, 2016. Click here to register. 
• Contact Sarah Follmer, Director of Grants, at 312-357-4547 or SarahFollmer@juf.org.  
• All content- or program-related inquiries received by close of business on Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

will be addressed within 2 business days. We will respond to all questions in the order they are received. 
Due to high volume we cannot guarantee a response to questions submitted after this date.  

• All questions related to the online grant application system will be addressed as quickly as possible until 
the application period closes, and within no more than 24 hours. 

mailto:MollyFloyd@juf.org
http://tiny.cc/JUFApplicant2016
https://juf.fluidreview.com/
http://tiny.cc/JUFApplicant2016
mailto:SarahFollmer@juf.org

