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Since 1900, the Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Chicago 
has provided assistance to metropolitan Chicago residents of all 
ages and faiths so that all can reach their potential. Last year, our 
network of more than 70 agencies provided health care, human 
services, and education to more than 500,000 people. 

The Jewish United Fund is the central fundraising arm of Chicago’s 
Jewish community, allocating more than $190 million annually to local 
Jewish Federation affiliates and agencies overseas including in Israel. 
But we do not work alone. Government is a critical partner. In 2018, 
more than $400 million in federal, state, and local funding expanded 
our ability to help many attain, maintain, and regain their well-being. 

Our partnership works best when we collaborate with elected 
officials and government administrators around public policies, 
funding, and regulations. Jewish community leaders and professionals 
work together to promote an agenda that builds a robust health 
care and human service infrastructure and safe communities. 



ENSURING ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE THROUGH MEDICAID AND MEDICARE

Recognizing that quality health care is an essential foundation for a productive life, Jewish Federation 
affiliates provide inpatient and outpatient health care, long term care, rehabilitation, respite, personal 
care, and other services to people of all ages and incomes. We advocate for policies that support 
affordable, high quality health services for all and oppose efforts to weaken the system through 
eliminating Medicaid expansion, block-granting Medicaid, or reducing Medicare benefits. 

INTEGRATING PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN COMMUNITY LIFE 

Implementing a vision of inclusion, Jewish Federation affiliates expand opportunities for people 
with disabilities to engage fully in community life by providing educational support, housing, job 
training, synagogue participation, and community-based care. We oppose institutionalization, 
which blocks participation, seeking instead people-centered government programs and policies for 
adults and youth with disabilities such as supportive housing and vocational opportunities. 

BUILDING SUPPORTS SO OLDER ADULTS CAN LIVE HEALTHY LIVES  
SAFELY IN SETTINGS OF THEIR CHOICE 

Our network provides a range of care including transportation, Alzheimer’s and dementia care, adult 
day care, respite for family caregivers, home delivered meals, Holocaust survivor services, in-home 
care management, and housing options ranging from independent apartments to assisted living to 
rehabilitation and long-term care. Using lessons learned from innovative programs, we advocate 
for a community care program that meets the needs of a rapidly growing population of older adults 
and for funding which supports quality long-term care for older people of all incomes. 

EDUCATING AND CARING FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH  
INCLUDING THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

Jewish Federation affiliates provide a robust range of early childhood development, after-school care, recreation, 
camps, and after-school and educational programs for all. For those with special emotional and behavioral needs 
or who have encountered neglect, abuse, and violence, Jewish Federation steps in with additional programs like 
counseling, family respite, residential care, a K–12 therapeutic day school, and specially designed camps and day 
programs. Relying on research, which points to programs that save on future costs, we advocate for government 
investments in early intervention, anti-bullying, autism, and many other programs for children and youth. 

HELPING THOSE CONFRONTED BY MENTAL HEALTH  
AND SUBSTANCE USE ISSUES TRANSFORM THEIR LIVES

Jewish Federation affiliates provide inpatient crisis care, education, counseling, and referrals for people 
with mental health and substance use issues. Rebuilding the broken infrastructure of government funded 
programs for people with mental health and substance use disorders is a priority shared by all of our affiliates. 
At the same time, because we recognize that government programs target only the most economically 
vulnerable, we also promote behavioral health parity in the private health insurance market. 

PROVIDING HEALTH CARE AND HUMAN SERVICES
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STRENGTHENING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ILLINOIS AND ISRAEL 

Jewish Federation supports further enhancing the deep academic, business, investment and cultural connections 
between Illinois and Israel; these connections add hundreds of millions in revenues for Illinois companies 
and thousands of jobs for Illinoisans. Relatedly, Federation closely works with the State’s Pension Investment 
Policy Board to ensure implementation of the Illinois anti-BDS (boycott, divestment, and sanctions) law. 
We oppose the delegitimization of Israel and support a two-state solution for peace in the Middle East. 

SAFEGUARDING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY AND OTHER COMMUNITIES  
FROM VIOLENCE, HATE, AND TERRORISM 

Creating environments that are safe and nurturing for everyone is essential to individual and community 
well-being. We address key contributors to unsafe environments including anti-Semitism and all forms 
of bigotry. We provide services to victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse. We speak out for free 
speech that is protected from disruptive behavior in all public forums including on university campuses. Our 
advocacy includes support for human rights, gun safety and anti-hate crime legislation. We also advocate 
for government policies that protect people hurt by sexual violence, human trafficking, and elder abuse. 

WELCOMING IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 

With a long and proud history of providing health care and social services to immigrants and 
refugees, we support government policies that help refugees integrate into life in the United 
States and bipartisan immigration policies, which are humane and uphold our values as a 
nation of immigrants, while also protecting our national security and interests. 

EXPANDING THE CAPACITY OF NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS  
THROUGH PROMOTING CHARITABLE GIVING INCENTIVES 
AND COMMONSENSE GOVERNANCE POLICIES 

Thriving communities depend on the robust health care and human services infrastructure 
provided primarily by non-profit health care and human service institutions. We advocate 
for the best ways to promote charitable giving and regulate nonprofit institutions. 

EXPANDING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

We build roads to learning for all throughout the life cycle, including full-day preschools and after school 
programs, a therapeutic day school for public school students unable to learn within traditional school 
settings, vocational training, a network of private day schools, and institutions of higher learning. Key to 
this are government policies which support quality education without unnecessary regulations. 

PROVIDING HEALTH CARE AND HUMAN SERVICES
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DC Director
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Lee I. Miller 
Government Affairs  

Committee Chair

Judy L. Smith 
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JEWISH FEDERATIONS OF ILLINOIS

Champaign-Urbana Jewish Federation        Jewish Federation of Greater Rockford        Jewish Federation of Peoria

Jewish Federation of the Quad Cities        Jewish Federation of Southern Illinois

Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Chicago        Springfield Jewish Federation

Working on the local, state, and federal levels, JUF/Federation’s Government Affairs Department 
partners with our affiliated agencies to develop partnerships and alliances that benefit 

the Jewish community in Chicago and throughout Illinois.

JUF/Federation amplifies our collective strength  
to make the world a better place — for everyone.

Community powered, we consider the totality of local and global Jewish needs  
and how to address them. From generation to generation, we help people connect to Jewish  

life and values, fueling a dynamic, enduring community that comes together for good.


