
BIF Director Pleads Guilty

Benevolence International Foundation (BIF), based in
Palos Hills, Illinois, was founded in 1992 and was
one of the biggest Muslim charities in the U.S.,
reporting over $3.6 million in contributions for 2001.

The charity
has been
defunct since
the U.S. froze
its assets
December 14,
2001 for
alleged ties to
and support of
Osama bin
Laden’s al-

Qaida.  BIF also collaborated on projects with the
Holy Land Foundation, another Chicago-based
Muslim charity whose assets have been frozen for
alleged support of Hamas.  Statements made by BIF
representatives along with videos and information it
distributed glorified “martyred Muslims in pursuit of
Jihad.”

On October 9, 2002, a federal grand jury indicted
BIF’s executive director, Enam Arnaout, alleging that 
the group was a financial front for bin LadenÌs terrorist 
activities.  On February 10, 2003 -- the day his trial
was to begin -- Arnaout admitted to misleading
donors and putting their money toward rebel war
efforts in Bosnia and Chechnya. Having secured

Arnaout's pleading guilty to fraud, racketeering and
conspiracy, the government insists it was prepared to
prove that Arnaout and BIF were linked to al-Qaida.
The U.S. claims that BIF associated with several
known terrorists. For example, Mamdouh Salim,
who is known as bin Laden’s finance chief, allegedly
visited Bosnia in 1998 on papers indicating he was
BIF’s director.  Mohamed Bayazid is another who,
according to evidence at an unrelated terrorism trial,
is a leader of al-Qaida and was once BIF’s president.  

Arnaout faces up to 20 years in prison. His next
sentencing hearing is in June. 

UMAA Leader Barred from Returning 
to U.S.

Founded in 1998 by leaders of the Islamic
Association of Palestine (IAP), the United Muslim
Americans Association (UMAA) was established
as a political action organization — endorsing and
contributing to candidates.  Law enforcement

officials, investigative
journalists and others have
described IAP as a “front
group for Hamas,” which the
U.S. labeled a terrorist
organization in 1996.  IAP
and UMAA share office
space, leaders and ideology,
often co-sponsoring programs
and issuing joint statements.

Sabri Samirah, president of the Palos Hills-based
UMAA was denied re-entry into the U.S. in January
after a trip to his native Jordan.  During a layover at
Ireland’s Shannon airport, immigration officials
examining his paperwork told him he could not
return to the U.S.  Samirah lived in the U.S. since
1987 but is not a naturalized citizen.  Although he
received authorization to re-enter the country prior 
to leaving, the INS revoked it for national security
reasons.

Samirah, who has filed a lawsuit challenging the
government’s action, allegedly lied to the INS about
his status when he applied to leave the country. 
When he applied for permission to travel to Jordan,
INS officials claim, he told them he intended to travel
in April, not December or January. Samirah’s status
in the U.S. was in flux almost from the day he 
arrived in the country, the government’s filing alleges.
Admitted in 1987 to study English, Samirah attended
a different school than the one he listed on his INS
application and was forced to re-apply. He applied
for permanent residency, was denied, but told the INS
his appeal was pending when he applied for the third
time last October, the government said. 

Samirah is a former chairman and long-time board
member of the IAP.  The federal district court 
in Chicago is expected to rule on Samirah’s case 
in June.
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Since 9-11 the U.S. government has stepped 
up its aggressive pursuit of individuals and
organizations it asserts are connected to
international terrorism. 

During this time three Chicago-based fundraising
organizations — the Holy Land Foundation,
Benevolence International, and the Global Relief
Foundation — have had their assets frozen for
allegedly supporting terrorism. They joined a
fourth local group, the Quranic Literacy Institute,
whose assets were frozen in 1998. Together, these
four groups (two tied to Hamas and two to Al
Qaeda) have the distinction of being the only U.S.
organizations so charged.

During and preceding this last year, the Jewish
Community Relations Council (JCRC) has
continued its active role monitoring, documenting
and exposing this “Chicago Connection To
International Terrorism.”  In light of the many
ongoing legal and investigative developments, the
JCRC is launching this periodic newsletter to
provide summarized updates.

Sabri Samirah

Arnaout (far right) with Osama bin Laden
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Boim Lawsuit

The U.S. Court of Appeals in Chicago is allowing the
New Jersey parents of a teenager (David Boim) killed
in Israel by Hamas in 1996 to pursue their legal
action against several U.S. groups accused of
supporting the terrorists.  The case, which has two
Chicago-area groups, IAP and the Holy Land
Foundation among the defendents, is in the 
discovery phase.  In addition to many documents
being collected, the depositions of Chicagoans
Mohammed Salah (who confessed in Israel to
funneling money to Hamas and whose assets were
frozen by the U.S. government upon his return from
an Israeli jail) and Rafeeq Jaber, President of the
Islamic Association for Palestine, were recently taken.
Local attorneys of Wildman, Harrold, Allen & Dixon
are representing the Boims in this groundbreaking
lawsuit.  

Two Chicagoans Indicted for Supporting
Terrorism 

A 50 count Federal indictment issued February 20
charged 8 men with providing “material support”
(financing, extolling and assisting acts of terror) to
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, which the U.S. has
designated a foreign terrorist organization. Islamic
Jihad has claimed responsibility for killing over 100

people since
September 2000. 

Two of the men
arrested have
Chicago
connections:
Ghassan Ballut
lives in Tinley
Park and Hatim
Naji Fariz
formerly lived in

the Chicago-area.  Two of the others are from
Florida, Sami al-Arian and Sameeh Hammoudeh.
The other four are thought to be living abroad and
have not been apprehended.

Until his arrest, Ballut was president of the Martyr
Izzedine al-Qassam Mosque on Chicago’s South Side,
a neighborhood Islamic center founded by him and
al-Arian in 1991. Fariz headed the mosque before
Ballut.  

Al-Arian, who has become a high profile public
figure, has lived in the U.S. since 1975 and had
taught at the University of South Florida (USF) since
1986. He founded the World and Islam Studies
Enterprises, a now-defunct Islamic think tank at USF
that the FBI raided in 1995.  USF placed Al-Arian on
paid leave shortly after 9/11, and he was fired in
February 2003 one week after his arrest.

Last month, the USF faculty union filed a grievance
on Al-Arian’s behalf, saying that banning him from
campus violated the union’s contract, Al-Arian’s right
to academic freedom and its own policy of non-
discrimination on the basis of ethnicity and religious
affiliation.

His brother-in-law, Mazen Al-Najjar, who also had
taught at USF, spent more than 3 years in jail on
secret evidence linking him to terrorists. He was
released in 2000 but arrested again in November
2001 and then deported to an undisclosed Arab
country.

If convicted the eight men could face life in prison.

Court Dismisses Defamation Suit Brought
by Islamic Charity

Global Relief Foundation (GRF) is an Islamic charity
based in Bridgeview, Illinois.   In December of 2001
the government froze GRF’s assets for alleged

financial support of Osama
bin Laden and al-Qaida.
On October 22, 2002 GRF
was added to the United
Nations list of entities
subject to sanctions against
al-Qaida and Taliban
operatives.

Prior to the government
freezing GRF’s assets, GRF brought a defamation
lawsuit accusing ABC News and five newspapers for
their reports in the fall of 2001 that the government
was investigating the charity’s links to terrorism.  On
February 19, 2003 a federal judge in the Northern
District of Illinois dismissed the lawsuit, finding that
the defendants had accurately reported on the federal
probe of GRF.

The U.S. Government asserts that GRF’s co-founder,
Rabih Haddad is directly linked with al-Qaida
operatives, and he remains in U.S. custody.

All the content in this newsletter comes from 
open, public sources, mostly major media. For full
annotation call JCRC (312) 357-4770 or see:

www.juf.org/pdf/worksheet.pdf
For copies of this newsletter, see:

www.juf.org/pdf/newsletter.pdf

On the National Front
Al-Qaida operations chief Khalid Shaikh
Mohammed, captured in March 2003 in
Pakistan, is one of Osama Bin Laden’s most
senior lieutenants who masterminded the
September 11th attacks. He is known to have
been centrally involved in additional, post-9-11
attack plots, including those that were to have
been launched in the U.S.  

Mohammed was on the FBI’s list of most wanted
terrorists, and has been under U.S. indictment
since 1996 for the Manila airline conspiracy, a
plot to bomb a series of U.S. civilian airliners.

Mustafa Ahmed al-Hisawi was also arrested  in
Pakistan with Mohammed and is the alleged
paymaster for the September 11 hijackers.  He
has been named in two U.S. terrorism-related
criminal prosecutions.

The Jewish Community Relations Council is the umbrella body for 47 major 
Jewish organizations in the Chicago area and is the community relations arm 
of the Jewish Federation/Jewish United Fund of Metropolitan Chicago.

Rabih Haddad

Sami Al-Arian, second from left, and
Hatim Naji Fariz, right.

w
w

w
.s

of
tc

om
.n

et

w
w

w
.c

ab
n.

or
g

Ben Gurion Way * 1 South Franklin Street • Chicago, Illinois 60606-4694 • 312.357.4770 • Fax 312.855.2476
E-mail jcrc1@juf.org • website www.juf.org


